DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

After the wedding the Grown Prince and Princess
of Prussia went home, but that devoted and unselfish
couple, Prince and Princess Louis, still stayed on.
Princess Louis was soon to have her first child, but
the Queen did not see the slightest cause for their
leaving her because of that : rather it was a reason
for their remaining. If a boy, the baby would be in
the direct succession to the Grand Duchy of Hesse,
but Windsor was Alice's ancestral home just as much
as Darmstadt was Louis's. So the baby was born at
Windsor, and, as it was a girl, it was christened
Victoria, and the parents stayed there till the middle
of May. Alice, after parting with her mother, wrote
the warmest and most affectionate letter of thanks to
her for her kindness to herself and her husband and
her baby. The answer she received to this evidently
conveyed some sort of reproach for her going away,
tender-hearted Alice had to protest, though ever
so gently : " In to-day's letter you mention again your
wish that we should soon be with you again. Out of
the months of our married life, five have been spent
under your roof, so you see how ready we are to be
with you. Before next year Louis does not think
we shall be able to come ; at any rate when we can
we shall/'1

Whatever may have been the terms of residence
implied in the " happy settlement " under which the
Queen had permitted their marriage, this seemed to
her a shabby interpretation of them. She felt that
they had failed her, and she wrote to Uncle Leopold
about their desertion :

1 Ibid., p. 70.
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